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The Book of Genesis 

 

How a South Side girl has helped spearhead a movement against one of the most brutal crimes 

secretly traumatizing youth today 

 

By Angela Shawn-Chi Lu 

 

 

 Cloaked in melancholic tones, baggy sweats and hoodies, they cross the streets alone. No 

makeup. No expressions. No laughs. Just dark, dank, grim solemnity. 

 In the South Side of Chicago, down 67
th

, the streets, though lined with public housing 

and an occasional pedestrian, are devoid of life. A lone, young black man, though, greets me on 

an empty sidewalk. Although there is suspicion in his eyes, he leads me to a brick walk-up. 

Inside the creaky door, we walk down a series of putrid, carpeted stairs into a basement filled 

with smoke. 

 And like a mob boss, there she sits, in a corner of the room with the outline of her head’s 

corona only barely visible. She says in a direct, commanding tone, “So tell me, what is it exactly 

you’re looking for?” The room is almost entirely dark and seems empty except for another 

woman, a blonde, on a stool across from her. 

 A few moments later, like a crusty fortune teller, she tells her tale and her story is grim, 

equally as grim as the neighborhood in which she resides. But the story isn’t what you want to 

hear. It’s not about fortune, fame or success. It’s about the years of unthinkable torment she has 

endured— rape, domestic abuse, two miscarriages, disease, a stabbing and a shooting.   

 When she finally opens the curtain above her, it reveals the grave, adult voice was all 

somewhat of an illusion, though, because here sits Genesis Ramirez, age 19, baby-faced, doll-

like. Her small, endearing features are as immaculate as a baby’s bottom. But it is that voice—

the worn, somber one that tells the true story.  

 Today Genesis Ramirez appears to be the only teenage survivor of sex trafficking in 

Chicago who has lived to tell her story publicly. It isn’t her disturbing past that sets her apart. An 

average of 827 underage youth are arrested for prostitution every year in 37 American cities, 

according to The Village Voice. What sets Genesis apart is the fact that she seems to be the only 
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teenage survivor in the third largest city in America who is willing to speak up about sex 

trafficking in her activism, even though her kidnappers and pimps are still out there, still 

torturing, abusing and traumatizing. 
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