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Review: Sonos Skip the Tuxedoes and Cheese of A
Cappella for New, Sexy, Spiritual Heights

There's something eerily
beautiful and classy about
the MySpace profile photo of
L.A.-based a cappella sextet
Sonos.  Strewn across a flat
surface, black and white
headshots of each group
member produce an intimate
and alluring sensibility.

Not coincidentally, it was this
exact same mood that
pervaded the group's
intimate, yet scorching

performance Monday night at the Hotel Cafe in Hollywood. Absent was
your typical cheesy a cappella ensemble—bald men in matching
tuxedoes, et cetera. Rather it was a youthful, non-uniformed, attractive
bunch—three men and three women, brimming with fiery fervor, major
dynamics and sexual tension.

During the cover of Imogen Heap's "Come Here Boy," you could literally
feel every male gaze in the room shift to brunette, bob-sporting siren
Jessica Freedman, as she cooed angelically the chorus of "Come here
boy" over and over with her honey-glazed soprano.

The ethereality of songs such as Bjork's "Joga" and Radiohead's
"Everything in Its Right Place," was heightened as the sextet harmonized
like a Gregorian chant choir, filling the entire venue sonically at
crescendo and transforming it into a cathedral. Each layer of sound from
their debut self-titled (due March 31) included loops, keys, and vocals,
executed head-on, with ease and grace by the group. Together, they
induced a Zen-like state.

Another highlight was beat boxer Ben McLain, a Josh Duhamel look-alike
who acted dutifully as a human metronome for the rest of the band. He
was hardly the image of a world-class beat boxer but was so spot-on in
recreating the sounds of a drum machine—crisp snare and record
scratching included—that you would've swore he was hiding one onstage
somewhere.

The group's version of the Jackson 5's "I Want You Back" done in
Massive Attack's trip-hop style drew an unexpected beat. The only
drawbacks? At times the ensemble was so powerful at crescendo that
the volume became ear-piercing. Also, on the cover of Lewis Taylor's
"Beautiful," Katharine Anne Hoye's delicate vocal, which seemed like it
was meant to be the lead, was instead drowned out by her five band
mates.

The setting, however, couldn't possibly have been more impeccable for
the show at the swanky, candle-lit and cavernous Hotel Cafe, which was
packed with a well-groomed, KCRW, yuppie crowd. The intensity of the
vocalists, also, was palpable throughout the evening—searing, young,
and passionate. It will be interesting to see if the group's debut album,
due March 31, can match such a thrilling live act. -Angela Lu
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donate japan disaster
Posted by donate japan earthquake on March 14th, 2011

Who wants to assist donate to Japan? 
It's' extremely sad as to what is happening in Japan, so help
donate! 
Japan wants your help!
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genre key

NOVEMBER

11.26 Bootleg Theatre
12am The Dead Ships
11.26 Space 15 Twenty
4pm The Dead Ships
11.27 Redwood Bar
10pm Monstro Flora
11.28 Silverlake Lounge
9pm Naive Thieves
10pm Grandma Sparrow
11pm Hi Ho Silver Oh
11pm Wil Donegancharlyne Yi
11.28 The Satellite
8pm Vanaprasta
11.30 The Hotel Cafe
9pm Jesse Macht

DECEMBER

12.03 Fenix 5-4
11pm Rumspringa
12.03 The Airliner
7pm The Ataris (acoustic)
12.08 Universal Bar and Grill
11pm Mobhound
12.09 Central S.A.P.C.
11pm The New Division
12.09 Whisky a Go-Go
11pm Twenty7
12.13 La Cita
9pm Warships
12.16 Lot 1
9pm Molino
12.17 Casey's Irish Pub
8pm Heywood
12.18 The Federal Bar
7pm Mobhound
12.21 Bootleg Theatre
10pm Flora & Fauna
12.21 Good Hurt
11pm Lakookala

JANUARY (2012)

01.12 Bootleg Theatre
8pm Heywood
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The 60's
Buffalo Springfield
The Byrds
The Beach Boys

The 70's
Sly and the Family Stone
War
Sparks
Gram Parsons
Frank Zappa
The Screamers
Nervous Gender
Dennis Wilson
The Germs
Tom Petty and the
Heartbreakers
Van Halen
Warren Zevon
The Vandals

The 80's
The Red Hot Chili Peppers
Dwight Yoakam
Bad Religion
Oingo Boingo
X
Savage Republic
Social Distortion
The Bangles
Jane's Addiction
Motley Crue
N.W.A.
League of Nations

The 90's
Beck
Nine Inch Nails
Ice T and Body Count
Weezer
That Dog
Hole
Sublime
No Doubt
The Deep Eynde
Flogging Molly
Save Ferris
Stone Temple Pilot
The Eels
Incubus

The 00's (pending...)
Hellogoodbye
Veruca Salt
Shiny Toy Guns
Great Northern
Silversun Pickups
The Mars Volta
The Bird and the Bee
Ozma
Velvet Revolver
The Deadfly Ensemble
She Wants Revenge
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